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ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

to  the 

ROMSEY  &  STOCKBRIDGE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Romsey  and  Stockhridge  Rural 

District  Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  1953.  It  is  prepared  in 
accordance  with  the  regulations  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


Staff. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  - 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  - 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector 

Rodent  Officer 

Clerk  _  -  - 


A.  C.  MACKENZIE, 

M.D.,  D.P.H. 

H.  G.  SMITH, 

CERT.  S.I.B.,  A.R.S.I., 

M.S.I.A. 

D.  G.  ANDREWS, 

CERT.  S.I.B.,  A.R.S.I. 

G.  RAWLINS 
Miss  P.  COBBOLD 


SECTION  A.— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 


THE  AREA. 

General  Statistics. 

Area  (Acres)  . .  . .  . .  . .  83,672 

Population  (as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General)  32,190 

Rateable  Value  (1.4.1953)  . .  .  .  . .  ^166,500 

Product  of  each  penny  of  General  Rate  (1.4.1953). .  ^£655/9/6 

Number  of  Council  Houses  Built  (before  1939)  .  .  422 

„  „  „  „  „  (after  1944)  .  .  358 

Total  . .  .  .  780 


Number  of  Council  Houses  completed  during  1953  80 

Total  number  of  inhabited  houses,  31.3.54  . .  10,773 
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Summary  of  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  1953,  as  supplied  by 

the  Registrar  General. 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Live  Births — 

Total  Registered 

633 

329 

304 

Legitimate  .  . 

610 

310 

291 

Illegitimate  .  . 

23 

10 

13 

Still  Births — 

Total  Registered 

7 

4 

3 

Legitimate  .  . 

6 

3 

3 

Illegitimate  .  . 

1 

1 

0 

Deaths— 

Total  Registered 

275 

157 

118 

Maternal  Mortality— 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  .  . 

0 

0 

0 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  .  . 

0 

0 

0 

Deaths  from  Other  Puerperal  Causes 

0 

0 

0 

Infant  Mortality — 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age  : — 

Total  Registered 

14 

11 

3 

Legitimate  .  . 

14 

11 

3 

Illegitimate  .  . 

0 

0 

0 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4  weeks  : — 

Total  Registered 

6 

5 

1 

Legitimate  .  . 

6 

5 

1 

Illegitimate  .  , 

0 

0 

0 

Comparative  Statistics 

where  a\ 

’^ailable 

Romsey  and 

England 

Stockbridge 

and 

Rural  District 

Wales 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

18-7 

15-5 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

0-22 

0-35 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 

10-91 

22-4 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  .  . 

9-31 

11-4 

Death  of  infants  under  1  year  : — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births 

22-1 

26-8 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  average 

population  : — 

Tuberculosis — Pulmonary 

,,  Non-Pulmonary 

/  0-19 

0-20 

Comparability  Factors  : — 

Births — 0-95  Deaths — 1-09. 
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Causes  of  Death  during  the  year  1953. 


Cause  of  Death 

i  Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 

1  4 

1 

5 

Tuberculosis  (Other  Forms)  .  . 

1 

0 

1 

Syphilitic  Disease 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria  .  . 

0 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

0 

Meningococcal  Infections 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  .  . 

0 

1 

1 

Measles 

0 

0 

0 

Other  Infectious  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

0 

0 

0 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

6 

2 

8 

,,  ,,  Lung  and  Bronchus 

7 

1 

8 

,,  ,,  Breast  .  . 

0 

6 

6 

,,  ,,  Uterus 

_ 

1 

1 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

13 

13 

26 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

0 

0 

0 

Diabetes 

0 

1 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  .  . 

16 

12 

28 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

29 

7 

36 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

3 

4 

Other  heart  diseases  .  . 

18 

27 

45 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

6 

6 

12 

Influenza  .  . 

1 

2 

3 

Pneumonia 

10 

3 

13 

Bronchitis  .  . 

5 

8 

13 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

4 

4 

8 

Ulcers  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

0 

2 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

0 

0 

0 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

2 

0 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

4 

— 

4 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and  Abortion 

Congenital  Malformations 

— 

0 

0 

3 

0 

3 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  .  . 

17 

14 

31 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

4 

1 

5 

All  other  Accidents  .  . 

3 

4 

7 

Suicide 

1 

1 

2 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

0 

0 

0 

TOTAL 

157 

118 

275 

Average  age  at  death  : —  Males — 62*5  Females — 69*6. 


Comments  on  the  Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  deaths  occurring  in  the  district  remains  very 
constant  from  year  to  year  and  the  death  rate  per  1,000  estimated 
population  is  lower  than  that  of  England  and  Wales.  Diseases  of  middle 
and  old  age  figure  largely  in  the  table  of  the  causes  of  death.  The 
still  birth  and  infant  mortality  rates  are  satisfactory. 
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Little  importance  can  be  attached  to  the  comparative  statistics 
and  comparison  cannot  fairly  be  made  between  this  year’s  statistics 
and  those  of  previous  years,  because  the  population  of  the  area  has  been 
increased  by  10%  during  this  year  by  the  building  and  occupation  of 
about  1,000  new  houses  in  the  Millbrook  Estate. 

The  absence  of  deaths  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  child  birth  for 
a  fourth  year  is  noted  and  due  credit  must  be  given  to  the  General 
Medical  Practitioner’s  Service,  the  District  Nurses  and  the  Hospital 
Service  of  the  Area. 


Deaths  under  the  age  of  65  years. 

Study  of  mortality  may  be  more  enlightening,  if  the  years  of  life 
lost  by  each  death,  or  cause  of  death,  is  considered,  rather  than  the 
number  of  lives  terminated ;  the  concept  being  that  a  man  dving  at  the 
age  of  30,  might,  but  for  the  “  accident  ”  of  his  death,  have  lived  for 
the  normal  span  of  life.  Such  a  death  is  of  more  significance  than  that 
of  an  old  man  and  it  would  have  been  more  of  an  achievement  to  prevent 
his  death,  than  that  of  a  man  of  80  with  few  more  years  to  live. 

From  an  economic  point  of  view  deaths  under  65  years,  a  con¬ 
venient  age  to  consider  as  the  average  age  for  retirement  of  persons 
of  average  fitness,  are  significant  and  an  analysis  of  the  92  recorded 
deaths  in  the  district  under  65  years  of  age  is  shown  below. 


Age  at  Death 

Cause  of  Death 

Under 

1-yr. 

1  “ 

1 

T-H 

c^ 

1  ^ 

o  ^ 
o 

1  1  C/5 

|i^ 

ON 
!  <N 

1 

1  ^ 

i  CO 

i 

40— 

49  yrs. 

1 

1  I  c/5 

i  Lo 

LO 

U 

\0 

o 

1 

Total  j 

Bronchitis,  Broncho-Pneumonia 

5 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

13 

Carcinoma 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

4 

6 

13 

24 

Coronary  Disease  .  . 

— 

-  ' 

3 

2 

4 

9 

Cerebro- Vascular  Accidents 
Haemorrhage 

1 

1 

1 

3 

6 

Myocarditis  or  Cardiac  failure 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

_ 

2 

1 

4 

Other  heart  diseases  .  . 

2 

— 

_ 

_ 

2 

2 

2 

8 

Accidents  and  Misadventure  .  . 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

Tuberculosis 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

Disease  of  the  Genito-Urinary 
tract 

2 

2 

Prematurity 

3 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

3 

Haemolytic  disease  of  New¬ 
born 

3 

_ 

3 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

Other  Infectious  Diseases  .  .  ' 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

Appendicitis  .  .  •  • 

— 

1 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

Others  .  .  .  .  .  .  i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

1 

5 

TOTAL  .  .  ! 

14 

4 

2 

3  ' 

7 

16 

16 

30 

92 
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SECTION  B.— GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

1. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  of  the  Borough  of  Romsey  and  an  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer  of  the  Hampshire  County 
Council.  This  combined  appointment  helps  to  co-ordinate  the  medical 
services  supplied  by  the  County  Council  as  the  local  health  authority 
in  accordance  with  Part  HI  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946, 
with  the  services  supplied  by  the  District  Council. 

2. 

The  County  Council  supply  the  following  services  : — 

(a)  Ambulance  Service. 

Ambulances  are  stationed  at  Romsey  (1)  and  Broughton 
(1)  and  controlled  from  the  County  Council  Offices  at  Win¬ 
chester.  Additional  ambulances  can  be  sent  to  the  District 
from  the  depot  at  Winchester. 

{h)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

District  nurses  are  responsible  for  domiciliary  midwifery 
and  home  nursing.  They  keep  in  close  touch  with  the  County 
Council  Health  Visitors,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
the  General  Practitioners  of  their  areas.  No  nursing  arrange¬ 
ment  or  contribution  is  made  by  the  District  Council,  but  nine  members 
represent  the  Council  on  the  District  Health  Sub-Committee 
of  the  County  Council. 

District  Nurses: — 

Mrs.  M.  J.  Beauchamp,  Carew  Cottage,  Dunbridge 
Mrs.  I.  I.  Booth,  Nurse’s  Cottage,  West  Wellow. 

Miss  I.  C.  Clarke,  1  Manor  Road,  East  Tytherley. 

Miss  P.  R.  Cork,  8  Winfrith  Way,  Nursling. 

Miss  K.  S.  M.  Gould,  74  Chambers  Avenue,  Romsey. 

Miss  P.  Laidler,  22  Plough  Gardens,  Broughton. 

Miss  M.  Neal,  2  New  Road,  Middle  Wallop. 

Miss  M.  F.  Payne,  74,  Chambers  Avenue,  Romsey. 

Mrs.  S.  A.  Sheppard,  32  Eldon  Road,  King’s  Somborne. 

Health  Visitors  : — 

Miss  N.  J.  Ansell,  “  Kynance,”  The  Retreat,  Hounsdown. 
Miss  M.  L.  Collins,  H.C.C.  Health  Centre,  Junction  Road, 
Andover. 

Miss  E.  N.  F.  Henigan,  The  Bungalow,  4  Beech  Avenue, 
Bitterne  Park,  Southampton. 

Mrs.  M.  Pointer,  “  Bryn-Coed,”  Newtown  Road,  Awbridge. 
Mrs.  M.  E.  Ward,  Flat  2,  Harefield  House,  Mile  Hill,  Romsey. 
Mrs.  C.  E.  Watts,  41  Newlands  Avenue,  Southampton. 
Miss  D.  D.  Woodcock,  48  Ashfield  Road,  Andover. 
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(c)  Child  Welfare  Services. 

The  County  Council  employs  Health  Visitors,  who  visit 
children  from  the  age  of  two  weeks,  when  they  pass  from  the 
care  of  the  District  Nurse,  until  the  age  of  five  years,  when  the 
child  enters  school. 

In  addition,  the  County  Council  hold  child  welfare  clinics 
in  this  district  as  indicated  ; — 


Braishfield 

Broughton 

Houghton 

King’s  Somborne 

Lockerley 

Leckford 

Maybush 

Mottisfont 

North  Baddesley 

Nursling 

Over  Wallop  .  . 

Romsey 

Stockbridge 

Wellow 

West  Tytherley 


2nd  and  4th  Friday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 
2nd  and  4th  Wednesday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 
2nd  Monday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 

1st  and  3rd  Tuesday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 
2nd  and  4th  Wednesday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 
3rd  Tuesday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 

1st  and  3rd  Wednesday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 
2nd  and  4th  Tuesday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 
1st  and  3rd  Friday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 
2nd  and  4th  Tuesday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 
1st  and  3rd  Tuesday  of  the  month  at  2  p.m. 
Every  Thursday  at  10  a.m.  and  2.30  p.m. 

1st  and  3rd  Friday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 

2nd  and  4th  Friday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 

1st  and  3rd  Wednesday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 


The  child  welfare  clinics  are  staffed  by  Health  Visitors, 
Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  and  Voluntary  Helpers. 
The  District  Nurses  generally  attend  these  clinics. 


(d)  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

Ante-natal  supervision  and  dental  care  are  provided  for 
mothers  and  dental  care  is  provided  for  children  up  to  the 
age  of  five. 

[e)  Home  Help  Service. 

This  service  is  provided  for  mothers  confined  at  home, 
for  those  in  eharge  of  the  elderly,  the  chronic  sick,  etc. 

The  District  Nursing  Sub-Committee  receive  reports. 

(/)  V accination  and  Immunisation. 

See  Section  “  F  ”  of  this  report — Infectious  Diseases 
Prophylaxis. 

(g)  Prevention  of  Illness,  care  and  after  care. 

These  services  are  part  of  the  duties  of  health  visitors 
and  district  nurses. 

3.  Hospital  Services. 

The  South  West  Regional  Hospital  Board  supply  general  maternity 
and  infectious  diseases  (including  tuberculosis  and  small-pox)  hospital 
services  for  this  area. 
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Orthopaedic  Cases — Children  in  this  area  attend  clinics  run  by 
the  staflF  of  the  Lord  Mayor  Treloar’s  Cripples  Hospital,  Alton,  at 
Eastleigh,  Andover,  Totton,  Southampton,  Salisbury  and  Winchester. 
Physiotherapy  is  given  at  a  clinic  in  Romsey. 

4.  Laboratory  Facilities. 

Laboratory  facilities  are  available  at  the  Emergency  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Winchester,  the  M.R.C.  Laboratory,  Southampton  and 
the  Pathology  Department,  Salisbury  General  Infirmary. 

SECTION  C.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

1 .  Water  Supply. 

(i)  {a)  One  hundred  and  one  samples  of  water  were  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination  and  one  for  chemical  analysis. 

Of  the  bacteriological  samples  taken,  seventy  one  were 
found  to  be  satisfactory  and  thirty  unsatisfactory. 

The  sample  submitted  for  chemical  analysis  was 
satisfactory. 

[b)  There  was  no  serious  shortage  of  water  experienced  during 
the  year. 

(ii)  The  Southampton  Corporation  are  Statutory  Water  Under¬ 
takers  for  nine  Parishes  in  the  Southern  part  of  this  Rural 
District  and  the  West  Hampshire  Water  Company  supply 
water  to  the  parishes  of  Melchet  Park  and  Plaitford  and 
Wellow. 

(iii)  No  cases  of  contamination  by  lead  were  encountered  during 

the  year. 

(iv)  A  number  of  dwellings  were  connected  to  the  mains,  without 
resource  to  formal  action,  where  the  wells  were  found  to 
be  polluted. 

(v)  The  number  of  dwellings  supplied  from  public  water  mains 
is  as  follows  : — 


Parish 

Est.  Number 
of  Houses 

Est.  Population 
Supplied 

Ampfield 

261 

1200 

Chilworth  ,  . 

180 

744 

Michelmersh  and  Braishfield  .  . 

233 

765 

Millbrook  .  . 

3446 

11760 

North  Baddesley 

411 

1866 

Nursling  and  Rownhams 

496 

1650 

Romsev  Extra 

170 

569 

Sherfield  English 

103 

380 

Frenchmoor 

9 

36 

Wellow 

219 

660 

(vi)  The  following  extensions  of  water-mains  were  completed 
during  the  year  : — 


Parish 

Length  in 

Yards 

Diameter  Main 
in  Inches 

Millbrook 

388 

3"  ^ 

>>  •  * 

4870 

4" 

Southampton 

399 

6" 

Corporation 

Chilworth 

15 

4" 

Waterworks 

North  Baddesley  .  . 

10 

4" 

Board 

Sherfield  English  .  . 

1039 

4" 

Wellow  and  Plaitford 

1443 

4"  ^ 

))  yy 

9112 

3" 

West  Hants 

yy 

301 

Water 

yy  yy 

65 

11" 

^  4 

Company 

yy  yy 

93 

1" 

A  second  bore-hole  has  been  sunk  in  the  Parish  of  Broughton,  in 
connection  with  the  Council’s  Northern  Area  Scheme  and  the  water 
was  found  to  be  satisfactory,  both  in  quality  and  quantity. 


2.  Sewerage. 

No  new  lengths  of  public  sewer  were  laid  during  the  year. 
The  necessity  remains  for  a  sewerage  scheme  in  the  Parish  of 
North  Baddesley  and  in  the  Upton  Crescent  area  in  the  Parish  of 
Nursling  and  Rownhams. 


3.  SECTION  D.— HOUSING. 


Parish 

1 

Council  houses  erected 

during  the  year 

1 

Houses 

Bungalows 

Broughton 

8 

4 

Chilworth 

10 

4 

North  Baddesley 

24 

8 

Over  Wallop 

4 

— 

Sherfield  English 

18 

TOTAL 

64 

16 

(ia)  During  the  year  one  thousand  and  six  houses  were  erected  in  the 
Parish  of  Millbrook. 

(ii)  Fifty-three  houses  were  erected  by  private  enterprise  during  the 
year. 
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(iii)  Hutted  Camps  under  Control  of  Local  Authority  : — 


Number  of  Huts 
occupied  at  the 
end  of  the  year 

Number  of  Huts 
Demolished 

Estimated  Number 
of  persons 
in  occupation 

205 

10 

824 

4.  Public  Cleansing. 

{a)  There  is  a  weekly  collection  of  refuse  in  the  Parishes  of  Millbrook 
and  Chilworth  and  at  some  of  the  hutted  Camps.  In  the  remainder  of 
the  Rural  District, a  monthly  collection  is  in  operation.  Unfortunately, 
the  new  tip  at  Casbrook  Common  was  not  secured  in  time  for  Summer 
tipping,  but  will  be  in  use  for  the  Summer  of  1954. 

The  erection  of  some  eleven  hundred  new  houses  in  this  Rural 
District  placed  a  great  strain  on  the  refuse  collection  service  and  more 
labour  had  to  be  employed  to  deal  with  the  extra  collections. 

Cesspool  Emptying  and  Night  soil  Collection. 

[h)  The  Rural  District  Council  are  responsible  for  cesspool  emptying 
and  nightsoil  collections  in  the  Parish  of  Millbrook.  This  work  is  carried 
out  by  contract. 


5.  SECTION  E.— FOOD. 

(i)  Meat. 

No  slaughterhouse  is  in  use  within  the  Rural  District.  Most  of 
the  home-killed  meat  is  obtained  from  the  Ministry  of  Food  slaughter¬ 
house  at  Fareham. 

(ii)  Condemned  Food. 

During  the  year  the  following  quantities  of  meat  were  found  to 
be  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 


Home  Killed  Beef  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  560  lbs. 

Home  Killed  Pork  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  33  lbs. 

Imported  Beef  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  •  73  lbs. 

Imported  Lamb  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  .  322  lbs. 

Offal  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  61  lbs. 

In  addition,  the  following  foodstuffs  were  condemned  : — 

Bacon  .  .  .  .  •  •  •  .  •  •  34|  lbs. 

Turkey — 1  tin  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  •  H  lbs. 

Mince  Beef  Loaf — 2  tins  .  .  .  .  .  .  12  ozs.  each 

Spaghetti — 1  tin  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  •  15  ozs. 

Tomatoes — 1  tin  .  .  .  .  .  .  ■  •  15  ozs. 

Victoria  Plums — 6  tins  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  20  ozs.  each 

Unsweetened  Milk — 1  tin  .  .  .  .  .  .  6  ozs. 

Fullcream  Milk— 5  tins  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2  pts.  each 
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(iii)  Milk. 

During  the  year  twenty-five  samples  of  Pasteurised  Milk  were 
taken,  from  the  two  pasteurising  plants  in  the  district.  All  samples 
proved  satisfactory.  The  cesspool  drainage  provided  at  one  dairy 
remains  inadequate. 

(iv)  Ice-Cream. 

There  are  fifty-six  premises  Registered  in  the  District  for  the  Sale 
of  Ice-Cream  and  two  premises  for  the  Manufacture  and  Sale  of 
Ice-Cream.  There  is  only  one  “  heat-treatment  ”  plant  in  the  District. 
A  “  complete  cold-mix  ”  is  used  by  the  other  manufacturer. 

(v)  Food  Premises. 

Premises  in  which  food  is  prepared,  exposed  or  offered  for  sale, 
restaurants  and  hotel  kitchens  were  regularly  inspected  and  frequent 
inspections  were  made  of  “  dairies  other  than  dairy  farms.”  Bottle 
rinses  taken  frequently  all  proved  satisfactory.  Two  prosecutions 
were  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  and  a  conviction 
obtained  in  each  case. 

(vi)  Food-poisoning  outbreaks. 

No  outbreaks  of  food-poisoning  were  reported  during  the  year. 

(vii)  Byelaws  under  Section  15  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 
Contravention  of  these  Byelaws  discovered  upon  routine  in¬ 
spection  of  food  premises  were  rectified  by  informal  action  in  every 
case. 


6.  Factories. 

(i)  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


PREMISES 

(1) 

.  d 

5  0) 

^  G 

(2) 

No.  on 
Register 

(3) 

Number  c 

Inspect-  I  Notices 
ions  1  Written 

(4)  i  (5) 

f 

Occup’s 

Pros‘ted 

(6) 

M/c. 

line 

No. 

(7) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sec.  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

1 

7 

7 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  (i)  in  which 
Sec.  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

2 

100 

64 

4 

2 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Sec.  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers 
premises) 

3 

3 

TOTAL 

107 

61 

4 

10 


(ii)  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


PARTICULARS 

(1) 

.  6 

(2) 

Numbe 

•n 

c 

0 

o 

(3 

r  of  cases 

TJ 

0) 

e 

V 

Oi 

(4) 

in  which 

o 

Si  ^  o 

Ih  hpl  O 

a 

3°  a 

(5) 

defects 

o 

u^.  o 

U,  M  0) 

Oi 

(6) 

were 

w 

C 

O 

U 

(7) 

• 

o 

^  <u 

S.c 

(8) 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(Sec.  1) 

4 

_ 

4 

Overcrowding  (Sec.  2)  .  . 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Unreasonable  tempera¬ 
ture  (Sec.  3) 

6 

_ 

_ 

6 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(Sec.  4) 

7 

_ 

7 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (Sec.  6) 

8 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

8 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(Sec.  7)  : 

(a)  Insufficient 

9 

1 

9 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  de¬ 
fective  .  . 

10 

1 

2 

10 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes  . . 

11 

11 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
out-work)  .  . 

12 

12 

TOTAL 

60 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

60 

(iii)  Three  outworkers  were  employed  in  the  District  in  the  making 
of  Wearing  Apparel. 
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SECTION  F.— PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  received  during  the  year  are 
tabulated  below  : 

Notification  by  age-groups. 


Disease 

Total 

Notified 

Under  1-yr. 

C/j 

Ui 

<N 

1 

3-4  yrs. 

5—6  yrs.  | 

lC-14  yrs. 

1 

LO 

45-64  yrs.  I 

65  and  over  s 

1 

P'atalities 

Scarlet  Fever 

41 

_ 

_ 

6 

26 

2 

7 

_ 

— 

_ 

Whooping  Cough  .  . 
Acute  Poliomyelitis  : 

54 

3 

16 

20 

13 

i 

i 

1 

— 

— 

— ■ 

Paralytic 

8 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

— 

1 

Non-Paralytic 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

- 

— 

— 

Measles  .  . 

696 

23 

152 

220 

274 

11 

7 

9 

— 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia  .  . 

29 

2 

4 

3 

4 

11 

3 

2 

(13  not 
notified. 
Nil  for 
notified 
cases.) 

Diphtheria 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

1 

— 

Dysentery 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever 
Meningococcal 

— 

Infection 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  .  . 
Ophthalmia 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

■ 

— 

Neonatorum 

1 

1 

The  incidence  of  diphtheria  declined  throughout  the  country  in 
a  spectacular  manner  when  prophylaxis  by  inoculation  became  general¬ 
ised.  A  similar  fall  in  the  ineidence  of  Whooping  Cough  should  be 
shown  when  inoculation  for  this  disease  becomes  generalised. 

All  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  mild  or  of  moderate  severity.  No 
direct  spread,  except  between  members  of  the  family,  was  noted  to 
account  for  the  fairly  high  incidence  of  the  disease.  Seventeen  of  the 
forty-one  eases  were  admitted  to  hospital.  There  were  no  deaths  and 
complications  appear  to  have  been  few.  The  incidence  of  rheumatic 
conditions  and  nephritis  following  scarlet  fever  is  diffieult  to  ascertain, 
but  these  cases  still  oceur. 

Measles  was  prevalent  throughout  the  district  from  January  until 
May,  1953.  The  type  of  disease  varied,  but  most  cases  were  of  moderate 
severity.  No  fatalities  were  reported. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


Pulmonary 

Non— 

Pulmonary 

Total 

Persons  notified  during  1953  : 

Male 

26 

5 

31 

Female 

24 

4 

28 

Total  : 

{ 

o 

9 

59 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 
during  1953  : 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Total 

Male 

Female 

4 

0 

1 

0 

5 

0 

Total  : 

4 

1 

5 

A  disturbing  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  are  still  occurring 
in  the  district.  Fifty  notifications  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were 
received,  of  these  twelve  were  transfers  into  the  district  most  of  which 
were  housed  on  the  Milbrook  Estate.  Of  the  remainder,  eighteen  are 
men  and  twenty  women.  The  age  incidence  is  as  follows  : — 


Age  at 

0-10 

11-20 

21-30 

31-40 

41-50 

51-60 

61-70 

Over 

Notification 

years 

years 

years 

years 

years 

years 

years 

70 

Male 

2 

6 

4 

3 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Female 

1 

5 

7 

4 

— 

— 

3 

— 

In  spite  of  modern  methods  of  treatment  and  earlier  admission 
of  fresh  cases  to  sanatorium,  the  number  of  notifications  rises  : — 
1948,  19  cases;  1949,  22  cases;  1950,  24  cases;  1951,  28  cases; 
1952,  25  cases;  and  1953,  38  cases. 

Case  finding  methods  are  improving,  but  I  suggest  that  a  hidden 
source  of  infection  is  present.  Could  this  source  be  the  grand-parents? 
They  and  other  middle  aged  and  elderly  people  do  not  like  to  worry 
doctors  over  coughs  and  put  the  morning  spasm  down  to  smoking  or 
old  age  or  “  a  touch  of  bronchitis  years  ago.”  Mass  X  Ray  units,  with 
their  publicity  do  not  appeal  to  them.  They  are  keeping  quite  well 
for  their  age  thank  you,  so  why  go  and  have  an  X  Ray,  which  might 
show  something  dreadful  and  “  they  ”  would  send  them  to  hospital. 
(They — those  in  any  kind  of  authority).  Somehow  or  other  four 
“  over-sixties  ”  were  diagnosed  as  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis  during  the  year.  There  may  be  one  or  two  more  such  cases  in 
the  district. 
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Infectious  Disease  Prophylaxis. 


Diphtheria. 

The  estimated  number  of  children  in  the  area  who  had  completed 
a  full  course  of  Diphtheria  Immunisation  by  31st  December,  1953  was 
as  follows  : — 


Children  born  during  1953  .  . 

34 

1952 

n  >>  ^  .  . 

229 

1951 

55  55  55  i  A 

327 

1950 

5  5  ,  5  5  5  X  .  . 

295 

„  „  „  1949  .. 

335 

,,  ,,  between  1944-1948 

1330 

„  „  „  1939-1943 

1053 

Two  hundred  and  thirty  three  Booster  doses  were  given  during 
the  year. 

Safety  from  an  epidemic  is  not  considered  likely  with  an  immunised 
percentage  of  children  under  14  of  less  than  75%.  The  percentage 
immunised  at  present  is  approximately  50%. 

Smallpox. 

The  percentage  of  babies  vaccinated  against  smallpox  is  also  low 
and  the  attention  of  parents  is  constantly  being  drawn  to  the  danger 
of  this  disease  occurring  in  areas  adjacent  to  large  sea-ports  and  air¬ 
ports. 


Whooping  Cough. 

A  number  of  immunisations  against  whooping  cough  are  performed 
by  general  practitioners. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  MACKENZIE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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